Human papillomavirus in HNSCC: recognition of a distinct disease type.
Strong epidemiologic and molecular data now support the conclusion that human papillomavirus (HPV) infection is responsible for a distinct form of head and neck squamous cell carcinoma (HNSCC), independent from the traditional risk factors of tobacco and alcohol use. Patients with HPV-positive HNSCC have a different clinical presentation and better clinical outcomes than those with HPV-negative HNSCC. A diagnosis of HPV-positive HNSCC is associated not only with therapeutic relevance, but also has important implications for future prevention and screening strategies.